Evaluation of nurse-led in-patient care.
This paper describes research aimed at identifying the patient population deemed suitable for a nursing-led ward for in-patients. One hundred and sixty-seven patients were referred to the unit after a mean stay in acute areas of 26 days. The range of stays was zero to 193 days. The mean age of patients was 76 with a range from 40 to 97. Ninety-five per cent of patients transferred to the ward had been referred for 'rehabilitation'. Certain diagnostic groups such as 'infection' and 'injury' which are liable to lead to mobility problems appeared frequently among patients transferred. However, a variety of diagnoses were identified. The service is potentially suitable for a wide range of patient groups who are defined by nursing need, not medical diagnosis.